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On A Mission To Grow The Tradition 
As the first semester of the 2016 - 2017 school year has come to a close, the Central Valley Christian 
FFA Chapter can officially say it has survived the qualms that it has encountered. Not only has the 
Chapter pushed through the first semester but it is thriving under the instruction of Ms. Calac, whose 
dedication to the program is evident to all involved. Before the school year started, Ms. Calac was 
hard at work preparing for students arrival, upon the first Officer meeting of the year we discussed 
the idea of themes. As an Officer team we decided it was fitting to make it “On A Mission To Grow 
The Tradition” as we strive to create a legacy for future classes to build on.  
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“Teaching Ag is a passion, not a job in my opinion”   Ms. Calac

CENTRAL VALLEY 
CHRISTIAN FFA
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The Teacher  
Ms. Calac is one of the newest staff members at CVC and she has 
already shown her ability within the FFA program and through the 
classes she teaches. In Her teaching career she has now taught for 
three and a half years; however, her involvement in the 
Agriculture community been a lifelong experience. Originally from 
Valley Center, California, Ms. Calac grew up participating in 4-H 
and FFA. Post high school Ms. Calac attended Fresno State and 
received her teaching credentials from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo. 

The Officer Team 
The officer team was selected by current high school students 
enrolling in FFA classes for the following year at the end of the 
2015 - 2016 school year. Over the summer the Officer team had a 
chance to meet with Ms. Calac and plan events and discuss various 
issues concerning the upcoming school year. 

The Greenhand Officer Team 
In October the Freshman FFA members applied and interviewed 
for the Greenhand Officer positions. In these positions the 
students have the chance to learn more in depth about the FFA 
program and shadow the officer team to develop better leadership 
skills. Congratulations to the following students: 
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Jaclyn te Velde - President

Ms. Calac

Dane Nelson - Vice President

Serena Schotanus - Secretary

President: William DeBoer 

VP: Emalee Pate 

Secretary: Delaney Shaw 

Treasurer: David Lemstra

Sentinel: Shelby Longmire 

Chaplain: Cornelis de Jong 

Historian: Paige Kroes
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Teams and Competitions 
California State Fair 
B e f o r e t h e y e a r e v e n 
c o m m e n c e d , o n e F F A 
member was already hard 
at work showing the FFA 
community what CVC FFA 
has to offer. CVC senior 
and FFA Vice President, 
Dane Nelson, had the 
opportunity to be the first 
person to represent the 
Chapter in the show ring. 
This was Dane’s 9th year at 
the State fair; however, it 
was his first with FFA. 
Dane placed as Reserve for the FFA Crossbred hogs in a 
phenomenal finish to his showing career with many lifelong friends 
in tow. 

 

Officer Bootcamp 
Before the school year 
started the Officer team 
went on a retreat to the 
Military base, Camp San 
Luis. Here the team 
learned leadership skills, 
teamwork and bonded 
over a two day period. The camp was hosted by Regional and State 
Officers. The officer team also competed in an obstacle course 
which they took 2nd place in their division. 
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Brandon Lemstra - Treasurer

Alexa Pinter - Reporter 

Simon te Velde - Sentinel 

Abbey Colburn - Historian 
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Tulare County Fair 2016   
At the Tulare County Fair 
CVC displayed its 
demanding presence in 
the show ring with nine 
showman and multiple 
mentionable titles. 

 

Serena Schotanus  
6th Overall Experienced 
FFA Showman 
2nd in class with Fall Heifer 
3rd in class with Summer Heifer 
2nd in class with 2 year old 

Cornelis de Jong  
Showmanship participant  
Yearling Heifer participant  

Travis Lemstra  
7th place Showmanship 
9th place Fall yearling heifer 
2nd place 2 year old Jersey cow 
Reserve Senior Champion 2 year 
old grade Jersey cow 

* More students participated in the fair; however, they did not report their results. 

Opening Closing Contest 
The first speaking competition for the year was the 
Opening Closing Contest. In this competition, groups of 
6 member have the opportunity to recite the Opening 
and Closing Ceremonies that the officers recite at each 
meeting. The Chapter brought 4 teams to the contest 
and received the following awards: 

Novice Room A 2nd Place  
Novice Room A Outstanding Treasurer - David Lemstra 
Novice Room A Outstanding Secretary - Delaney Shaw 
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Mariah Westra - 
Parliamentarian

William Van Beek - Chaplain

Willem DeBoer   
2nd in class with 1 year old 
fall yearling  

Paige Kroes   
10th place in 
Showmanship 
8th place in Class 

Griffen Kroes  
Showman participant 

Amy Daggs 
7th place Showmanship 
5th place Yearling Heifer
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Farm Power - William Van Beek 
CVC’s FFA farm power team went to Coalinga to 
compete in a farm power field day. It was a really fun 
experience. We drove various pieces of equipment, 
identified parts and tools, and took various tractor 
safety and operation tests. At the end of the day, 
CVC’s teams came in third and fourth place, losing 
only to Tulare’s two teams. Overall, the competition 
was a fun way to combine learning about farm 
equipment and meeting great kids from other 
schools who share a common interest in farm power.   

Farm Power placed 3rd and 4th overall in the Coalinga competition. 

Fundraising 
Pumpkin Sales - Julia Bleeker 

On Labor Day of 2016 a group of girls got together to 
raise money for a new FFA program. Amy Daggs, Emma 
Lemstra, Julia Bleeker, and Taryn Westra sold pumpkins 
to many who came for the school’s annual pancake 
breakfast. The pumpkins were homegrown and donated 
by the Vander Dussen Family. The Pumpkin fundraiser 
was a huge success, and a lot of money was raised to 
support CVC FFA. 

Events 
Drive To Feed Kids   
In August the Officer team was asked to volunteer at 
a charity dinner and auction, Drive To Feed Kids. 
Upon arrival the guests were greeted and checked in 
by the officers and then were greeted along the way 
to dinner while other officers manned the film 
station. Following check-in the officer team assisted 
in in dismissing tables, serving drinks and handing 
out desserts. 
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Greenhand Leadership Conference - Ms. Calac 
In October of 2016 9th grade students enrolled in FFA 
were able to attend the Greenhand Leadership 
Conference (GLC). At GLC students participated in 
activities with 9th grade FFA Members from other 
Chapters in our region. The students also had the 
opportunity to learn what the FFA has to offer them in 
the next 4 years of high school.  

Tulare County Historical Society - Ms. Calac 

CVC FFA Members volunteered their Sunday 
afternoon to help the Historical Society put on their 
annual fundraiser dinner. At the dinner they helped 
guests find their seats, helped clean up after dinner, 
and served dessert. Our FFA President and 
Parliamentarian spoke about our new FFA Chapter to 
the guest. The experience was our first service event 
for us as an FFA Chapter. We look forward to helping 
again next year if asked.  

Upcoming Events 
1/21 Citrus Judging Competition 

1/23 Chapter FFA Meeting 

1/28 Citrus Judging Competition 

2/17-2/18 MFE/ALA 

2/22 Speaking Contest 

2/25 Region FFA Meeting 

2/27 Chapter FFA Meeting 

3/4 Field Day 

3/11 Chico Field Day 

3/18 Merced Field Day 

* More events may be added as the year progresses and opportunities arise. 
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3/25 MJC Field Day 

4/1 Reedley Field Day 

4/3 POA Trip 

4/4 State Degree banquet 

4/8 CRC Field Day 

4/20 State Finals Speaking Contest 

4/22 Fresno Field Day  

4/22 - 4/25 State Conference 

4/27 FFA Meeting 

4/29 Hanford Field Day 


